Water, water everywhere and not a drop to drink…

Research Paper Rubric
	A. 
	Introduction

	Points
	Criteria

	3
	Provides background research into the topic area, summarizing important findings from earlier work with citations to books and articles from recent periodicals and/or scientific journals. Puts a question to be answered or describes problem to be solved that clearly emerges from this background, and explains the significance of this problem for an audience of non-specialists.

	2
	Provides background research into the topic area and puts a question to be answered or describes a problem to be solved in relation to this background.

	1
	Provides background research into the topic area but does not lay out a specific question to be answered or problem to be solved.

	0
	No Introduction

	B.
	Results

	Points
	Criteria

	3
	Presents the data collected or found in the form of tables, graphs, or sets of images, and interprets them for a non-specialist. It provides an even-handed and persuasive interpretation of these data with respect to the question or problem being explored, in the form of numerical calculations and/or prose that refers specifically to the data.

	2
	Presents data that seems appropriate to the investigation in the form of tables, graphs or sets of images, and interprets these in an understandable way that sheds light on the question or problem being explored.

	1
	Provides appropriate data or information to address the question or respond to the problem posed, but the interpretation is vague, non-committal or one-sided.

	0
	Presents either no useful research, research which does not seem to relate to the specific question or problem involved, or a set of unsubstantiated claims. No Results

	C. 
	Conclusions

	Points
	Criteria

	3
	Returns to the original motivations of the work and sums up what the study has accomplished in relation to them, however modest. It states the conclusions that can be made on the basis of the data analysis or synthesis done (and no more), and discusses the importance of these conclusions in relation to the original motivations of the work. Finally, it makes specific recommendations for further study based on the insights of the investigators.

	2
	States the conclusions that can be made on the basis of the data analysis or synthesis done, in a cautious way, and relates these back to the question or problem that was the target of the investigation in some way.

	1
	Describes the results of the research in a sloppy way, either overestimating them or underestimating them.

	0
	No Conclusions

	D. 
	The report/article is neat and follows conventions for grammar, spelling and formatting.

	Points
	Criteria

	3
	If there are required sections, all are present and in correct order. If the paper is hand-written, writing is neat and legible. If the paper is typed, font size and type requirements are met. Page (or word) length requirements are met. Layout conventions are used and followed consistently. The document is visually pleasing (easy to read and follow). Data tables and images are clearly and accurately labeled. All sentences are grammatically correct All spelling is correct.

	2 
	Most of the formatting requirements for the document (see above) are met fairly consistently. The layout used is easy to read and follow. Data tables an images are labeled. Grammar and spelling used is basically correct. There are only a few misspelled words or awkward sentences.

	1 
	Some formatting requirements for the document (see above) are followed some of the time. The layout used is clumsy. Some data tables and image may be either unlabeled or inaccurately labeled. There may be a significant number of misspelled words or poorly constructed sentences. However, the gist of the report can still be determined despite these technical writing difficulties.

	0 
	Few or no formatting requirements are met. Document is messy and hard to follow. Grammar and spelling may have been completely ignored. Poor grammar and spelling significantly reduce the readability of the report.


