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Essentials Online Course

Course Community Blog Prompts
Add the reflection prompts below to the course Community Blog at the end of each module. Additionally, include a summary of key learnings associated with the activities and course events. These prompts are provided as examples of what is minimally required; add your own tone and personality to create personalized entries.

Feel free to add additional entries as well. You may want to create a discussion on a particular topic that you would like to explore further with participants. The nature of the entries should be to invite conversation. Do not post entries in a blog for announcements or messages that do not require participants to respond with insight. Use the message and announcement system within the course for communication of that nature. 
Orientation
Start your blog with a friendly post which participants will see when they first login. When appropriate, respond to your own to start the discussion. An example introductory post is shown below:

Orientation Module...travel stories...or just say hi!

So...you have completed the Orientation Module--what are your thoughts and impressions so far? The purpose of this module is to better prepare you for what is expected during the course and give you time to think and reflect about your unit ideas. This module also allows time for you to practice navigating the course and learning about the features.  Feel free to share any thoughts/comments you may have at this time...really, anything that is on your mind at all. If you have a travel story to share (there always seems to be at least one!), you can share under this post as well. Treat this space just as you would any casual conversation. Click comments below to reply. 

Module 1

Reflect on how the focus of this module has helped you plan and create your unit.
· How can projects help my students meet standards and develop 21st century skills?

· How can I use projects to enhance student learning?

Consider how the knowledge you gained from this module will impact your teaching and your students’ learning. Record your insights, key learnings, and questions or concerns in your reflection.

Module 2

Reflect on how the focus of this module has helped you plan and create your unit.
· How can Curriculum-Framing Questions help support my students' learning?

· How can I plan ongoing student-centered assessment?

Consider how the knowledge you gained from this module will impact your teaching and your students’ learning. Record your insights, key learnings, and questions or concerns in your reflection.

Module 3

Reflect on how the focus of this module has helped you plan and create your unit.
· How can I use the Internet to support my teaching and students' learning?

· How can I ensure responsible and appropriate use of the Internet?

Consider how the knowledge you gained from this module will impact your teaching and your students’ learning. Record your insights, key learnings, and questions or concerns in your reflection.

Module 4
Now that you are halfway through the course, think about how the unit you are developing is answering the course's Essential Question:
How can technology be used most effectively 
to support and assess student learning?

Reflect on how the focus of this module has helped you plan and create your unit.

· How can the creation of a student sample help me clarify unit expectations and improve my instructional design?

· How can I ensure students will achieve the learning objectives when creating their student projects?

Consider how the knowledge you gained from this module will impact your teaching and your students’ learning. Record your insights, key learnings, and questions or concerns in your reflection.

Module 5
Reflect on how the focus of this module has helped you plan and create your unit.
· How do I assess student learning?
· How do I involve students in the assessment process?

Consider how the knowledge you gained from this module will impact your teaching and your students’ learning. Record your insights, key learnings, and questions or concerns in your reflection.

Module 6
Reflect on how the focus of this module has helped you plan and create your unit.
· How can I help my students become self-directed learners?
· How can I support the diverse needs of learners?
Consider how the knowledge you gained from this module will impact your teaching and your students’ learning. Record your insights, key learnings, and questions or concerns in your reflection.

Module 7
Reflect on how the focus of this module has helped you plan and create your unit.
· How can I facilitate a student-centered classroom?

· How can I use technology to support my instructional practice?
Consider how the knowledge you gained from this module will impact your teaching and your students’ learning. Record your insights, key learnings, and questions or concerns in your reflection. 
· In your response also include your thoughts regarding how your understanding and knowledge has changed over time.

Module 8
Reflect on how the focus of this module has helped you plan and create your unit.
· How can I prepare for and facilitate an effective showcase?

· How can I provide constructive feedback?
Consider how the knowledge you gained from this module will impact your teaching and your students’ learning. Record your insights, key learnings, and questions or concerns in your reflection.

When you finish your reflection response, return to the course for a discussion regarding your reflections on the course as a whole.
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