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UNGS Location Contest Announced











(New York City, NY)


Last year, the United Nations had approved funds for the building of a new scientific study center. This new center, to be called the United Nations Geological Survey, was modeled after the United States Geological Survey (USGS). The UN has rejected all proposals that were submitted in the last year. “I have never seen so many boring and inappropriate locations for a proud new building!” stated Dr. Roberts, the UNGS Project Leader. “We need people with open and creative minds to help select the new location!” 





Now that the UN has rejected all of the past proposals, it is now up to the youth! Students across the world will now have the opportunity to help the UN by selected the new building site! “We have a list of four possible building sites so far, but we don’t have the time or money to finish the selection process,” UN Fiscal Manager, Ima Buck stated at the news conference. The UNGS building will house the new satellite mapping unit as well as world earthquake research. Without the future building, scientists will be forced to work out of their old VW vans. This could become a crisis.




















Special points of interest:


Mount Everest is still growing taller each year.


Mauna Kea is actually taller than Mt. Everest but Everest is higher than Mauna Kea.


Volcanoes can grow over hot spots as well as subduction zones








Big Bucks Involved with the new UNGS Building! 











The UNGS has proposed that the youth of the world help solve the UN’s problem. The UN  needs assistance in selecting a building location for the new UNGS Science Center. The decision, made by the youth based on a list of criteria that must be met, will be proposed to the UN in a short time. 


Your team of youth will examine four locations that the UN has considered most likely to work, and will compare them to a list of criteria.  Based on the criteria list, questions designed by your team, and personal opinion, your group will decide on one of the four locations. If your group doesn’t feels that the four options are not appropriate locations,  you may also search for a new location, one of your own choosing. As long as it matches the criteria, it will be considered a “valid” proposal. 


Not only will you need to consider the criteria list that the UNGS has stipulated, your group will also need to create key questions that your group feels is important to consider while selecting a new location. Your group will need to consider what might be important to a scientist, a secretary, local inhabitants, and anyone else affected by the building. 


If your mom or dad worked at this site, and you had to live near it, would you want to live there? What questions would you ask or consider in choosing a location?


Questions are not just posed by adults for youth to answer. Being able to pose questions that will help shape   thoughts, experiences and direction of participants in a  project are also quite important. Part of your project is to pose quality and thought provoking questions! So, not only will your answers be important, but your questions will too!
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As you now have completed the first WebQuest,  “Making Mountains Out of Molehills”, you now have a firm foundation of geology as it pertains to plate tectonics, the layers of the earth, types of mountains and how mountains are created.  This next project now requires you to evaluate a variety of locations based off of your prior knowledge of geology, the list of UNGS criteria, and your own list of essential questions that your group created. Once you have  examined each location, completed the UN Criteria chart, your own essential questions chart, and discussed the information as a group, you r group will select one location to propose to the UN. Once the decision has been made, your group will complete the PowerPoint proposal to be presented to the UNGS. 
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Listed below is an outline of the project events.�





Split up the four locations between your group members. 


Predict which mountain you personally feel will be the best.  List at least two reasons why you feel this site is likely to be the best. (At least one reason must have a geological reason)


Complete your assigned worksheets and share the information between your group members.


Complete the Criteria Chart.


Completely answer your group’s essential questions. 


Rank the sites by the UN’s Criteria List and Chart.


Rank the locations by the answers you found to your essential questions.


As a group, select one site that is the best. 


Complete the PowerPoint presentation as required. (see worksheet of requirements).


Present your proposal





The Project Outline














to consider while selecting a new location. Your group will need to consider what might be important to a scientist, a secretary, local inhabitants, and anyone else affected by the building. 


If your mom or dad worked at this site, and you had to live near it, would you want to live there? What questions would you ask or consider in choosing a location?


�


Questions are not just posed by adults for youth to answer. 


Being able to pose questions that will help shape   thoughts, experiences and direction of participants in a project are also quite important. 


Part of your project is to pose quality and thought provoking questions! So, not only will your answers be important, but your questions will too!











Questions, cont. 











Criteria List











The location your group selects, must meet the following criteria. All criteria must be met. 





Elevation: the building's elevation must be at a minimum of 5,000 feet high.


Mountain's geological history: is the mountain, thus the UNGS building as well, going to be getting higher over the next 100 years and if so, does that make a difference to the UNGS building?


It must be a geologically safe location: Lack of dangerous earthquakes. If a volcano, it must be dormant or extinct.


Must be on or over a tectonic plate boundary (where two or more plates meet), or near a hotspot.


Location of a nearby airport or form of major transportation (dignitaries and scientists must be able to easily travel to and from site)


Enough room for a large building (meadow or plateau on the slope is needed)


Beautiful location year-round











What’s In the Question? What will frame your answer?





Madness in the Middle Ages
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