Project Ideas for an Essential Question

 
In the following table, an Essential Question has been created for each unit described in the middle column. Since Essential Questions by design cross units and subject areas, practice creating other project ideas that address the same Essential Question. Some examples are provided for you.

1. Read the following four unit descriptions and the corresponding Essential Questions.

2. Choose one Essential Question based on your interest.

3. In the column on the right, brainstorm other student project ideas that connect to that same Essential Question.
	Essential Question
	Unit Title and Description
	Related Project Ideas

	How does the world change? 
	Seasoning the School Year (Science, Math, and Language Arts, Grades 3–5): Students become botanists and climatologists to investigate seasonal changes. Students observe and record changes in the weather, the length of the day, and the animal and plant life around them. They create multimedia presentations and weather graphs to compare weather in other parts of the world. With a partner class, students publish seasonal newsletters and class books to celebrate changes in and promote awareness

of the environment.
	Examples:

· Students compare changes in the characters of several stories.

· Students imitate the masters by creating drawings and paintings in the style of artists from three different periods and analyze the stylistic differences.
·      
·      
·      

·      


	How do ordinary people accomplish extraordinary things?
	Enduring Heroes (Language Arts, Grades 6–8): Students read stories about the heroes of Greek mythology and compare the characteristics of Greek heroes to modern heroes. Students explore the question, What is a hero? and consider how this definition may change across time and culture. They then select a contemporary hero and write a myth based on that hero.

The myths are compiled into books that can senior citizens as a service-learning project.
	Example:

· Students reflect on their experiences as explorers during the 13th to 15th centuries.
·      
·      
·      
·      


	What does the past tell us about the future?
	Track the Trends (Algebra 1 and 2): Taking on the role of statisticians, students choose a subject of interest (AIDS rate, rise of average baseball salaries, state population growth, and so forth) and collect statistical information about the subject over time. Using a graphing calculator and an exponential regression function, students derive the equation for curve of best fit for the data. The actual data and curve of best fit are graphed, and future predictions are made using the equation. Finally, students evaluate and present the socioeconomic implications of their predictions and the validity of their statistical investigation as a tool for predicting the future.
	Example:

· Students analyze the rise and fall of the Roman Empire to predict the future of contemporary cultures.
·      
·      
·      
·      


	How has the past shaped who I am?


	The Mystery of the Mayans (Foreign Language, Social Studies, Grades 6–8): Mist and mystery still shroud the ancient Maya ruins of Mesoamerica. Students become anthropologists, conducting research into history and archaeology to learn how the fascinating and mysterious Mayas still influence us.
	Example:
· Students research how great breakthroughs in science have influenced our world.

·      
·      
·      
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