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Benefits of projects


There are a lot of benefits for using projects in the classroom:


Student interest increases


Understanding of how one subject affects and connects to other subjects improves


In-depth understanding of subject topic increases


Opportunities to develop complex skills, such as higher-order thinking, problem-solving, collaborating, and communicating increase


Technology skills improve


Absenteeism decreases


Attitudes about school and learning improve





grading


I provide rubrics to my students before the start of a project so that they will know the quality of work that is expected. There are many points along the project where students are assessed, so we can all be sure that everyone is on track. When a group of students work together on a project, students receive both a final group grade and an individual grade. 








what makes projects special


Students are the Center of the Classroom!


Students are the explorers, searching out answers to interesting questions. There are no answers at the back of our books!





Standards are Important in Projects!


Yes, students may have fun, but our projects are all based on the standards we are required to meet. The products students create will show they understand the subject, plus how it connects to the real world.





Students Answer Tough Questions!


Students are often struggling with the same difficult questions that adults often do…


How can I make a difference in my community?


How can we use our natural resources more wisely?


How can I stay healthy?





Students Work on Relevant Problems!


Our students work to understand and find solutions to real-world problems in our community, country, and world. They use technology as adults do—for research, analysis, collaboration, and communication, often working with experts and community leaders. They come to understand the connection of what they study in school with the world around them. 








How our roles change


Role of the Teacher 


I will be lecturing less and letting your students become experts themselves. I will still be there to provide resources, direction, support, but I won’t hold all of the “correct” answers to all these difficult questions.


Role of the Student


Students are not passive learners in my class. They will often work in groups and learn to work with others, but they will also be accountable for their own individual work. They will make decisions about the direction and content of their projects, but they will have lots of resources to help them make good decisions. 





Role of Parents


It will be important that we all stay in communication as we work through a project. Students may need additional computer time, access to resources in our community, and time to work with their group. It will be important for you to support and encourage them throughout the process. You can stay up to date with all the work in our classroom at www.emeryvilleschool.com/msmith or email me at msmith@emeryvilleschool.com














Students learn to





Work well with others


Make thoughtful decisions


Take initiative


Solve complex problems


Self-manage


Communicate effectively


Use technology tools appropriately











5th grade students connecting with the world!





Emeryville Elementary School


1234 Maple Street


Seattle, WA  33445


Phone: (123) 555-0123


http://www.emeryvilleschool.com/msmith


msmith@emeryvilleschool.com











Your questions answered on how we use projects in your child’s classroom to meet important learning requirements








A Look at Projects


in Mrs. Smith’s Class





What Important 21st Century Skills Do Students Learn During Projects?





For information on open positions or to submit your resume, please visit our Web site at: www.lucernepublishing.com

















