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Essentials Course

Writing Curriculum-Framing Questions for Your Unit
1. View the sample Essential and Unit Questions from the Curriculum-Framing Questions folder on the Curriculum Resource CD for ideas.
2. Go to the Web site for your standards (http://edstandards.org/standards.html*) or open them if you have previously downloaded them.
3. Review your grade-level and subject-area standards for possible “big idea” words that could help you identify important themes, concepts, or core understandings for the discipline.
4. Highlight the words below that could be considered “big ideas” for your overall curriculum. (See the Intel® Education Help Guide, Word Processing Skill 11.4.)
	“Big Idea” Words


Abundance

Acceptance

Adaptation

Aging

Balance

Beauty 

Change

Chaos 

Character

Choice 

Communication

Communities

Community

Conflict

Connection

Continuity

Cooperation

Correlation

Courage

Creativity

Culture

Cycle

Defense

Democracy

Democratic

Dignity 

Discovery

Diversity

Energy

Equality

Ethics

Excellence

Exploration

Family

Force

Form

Freedom

Friendship

Future

Geography

Happiness

Harmony

Environment 

Equilibrium

Evolution

Exploration

Fairness

Fate

Freedom

Friendship

Harmony

Honor

Identity

Individuality

Integrity

Journey

Law

Leadership

Liberty

Matter

Migration

Motivation

Need

Pattern

Interaction

Interdependence 

Invention

Justice

Liberty

Loyalty

Maturity

Migration

Mood

Order

Pattern

Perspective

Perspective

Pollution

Power

Progress

Proportion

Responsibility

Rights

Risk

Rule

Scale

Systems

Time

Truth

Universe

Value

Virtue

Wealth

Production

Proof

Protection

Rejection

Repetition

Rhythm

Scarcity

Survival

Symbol

System

Tyranny

Variable

Variance

Wealth

5. Choose the process of creating Curriculum-Framing Questions that best suits you (big ideas to small--or small, concrete ideas to big) and draft a first set. Use the questions in either column to develop your Curriculum-Framing Questions. 
	Moving from Big Ideas to Content-Specific Ideas
	
	Moving from Content-Specific Ideas to Big Ideas

	a. Keeping your standards in mind, what are the “big ideas” in your curriculum? Scan the highlighted terms above. See if any key terms jump out at you as important concepts for your classroom.

     


b. From those big idea(s), brainstorm a sentence that would go to the heart of your curriculum. What is the enduring learning that you would want your students to remember from what they learned in your class? Brainstorm some statements that would cover several units or even your whole curriculum.

     


c. Considering your overarching concepts or big ideas, brainstorm an Essential Question that you would like your students to ponder and consider as they move through several units that develop understanding of different facets of this concept. 


     


d. Considering the standards for your unit, what Unit Question(s) goes to the heart of what you want your students to learn in this specific unit? Be sure that the question(s) are large enough to cover most of the topics in your unit. You may have more than one Unit Question.


     

e. Check your Essential and Unit Questions. Do they both have the same key word or concept? If so, it is likely that your Essential Question isn’t “big” enough. Revise, if necessary.


     

f. From your standards, develop a couple of Content Questions for this unit. What will your students need to know or be able to do in order to fully answer and understand the Essential and Unit Questions?


     


g. Check to be sure your sentences are in “student-appropriate” language. Use the table below to revise, revise, revise.
	
	a. From your standards, develop a couple of Content Questions for this lesson.


     


b. Considering your Content Questions and standards, what Unit Question(s) go to the heart of what you want them to learn in this specific unit? Be sure that the question(s) are large enough to cover most of the topics in your unit. You may have more than one Unit Question.


     


c. Looking at your Unit Question(s) and Content Questions, brainstorm the “big ideas” that your unit focuses on the most. Scan the highlighted terms at the top of this document. See if any key terms jump out at you as important concepts for your classroom.


     


d. From those big idea(s), brainstorm a sentence that would go to the heart of your curriculum. What is the enduring learning that you would want your students to remember from what they learned in your class? Brainstorm some statements that would cover several units or even your whole curriculum.


     


e. Considering your overarching concepts or big ideas, brainstorm an Essential Question that you would like your students to ponder and consider as they move through several units that develop understanding of different facets of this concept.

     


f. Check your Essential and Unit Questions. Do they both have the same key word or concept? If so, it is likely that your Essential Question isn’t “big” enough. Revise if necessary.


     


g. Review your Content Questions. Will your students need to know other facts and procedures in order to be able to fully answer the Essential and Unit Questions? Add additional Content Questions, if necessary.


     


h. Check to be sure your sentences are in “student-appropriate” language. Use the table below to revise, revise, revise.



6. If desired, save this document into the Unit Plan folder of your Portfolio Folder. 
7. Write your Curriculum-Framing Questions in the following table or type them directly into your Unit Plan. 
First Draft of Curriculum-Framing Questions

	Essential Question
	     

	Unit Question(s)
	     

	Content Questions
	     


8. Open the “Unit Plan Checklist” and “Curriculum-Framing Questions Rubric” from the Portfolio Assessment folder on the curriculum Resource CD. Use both to assess you questions.

9. Revise your questions as needed in the following table or in your Unit Plan. 
Second Draft of Curriculum-Framing Questions

	Essential Question
	     

	Unit Question(s)
	     

	Content Questions
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