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Foreign governments set up
feeding centers in Somalia, such as
the one pictured, in order to help
the Somali people overcome
starvation.
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Somalia is located
o In Eastern Africa,
“bordering the Gulf

of Aden and the
| Indian Ocean, east
of Ethiopia.
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A United States troops were sent to Somalia in
—— AS d I'es L m December 1992 to protect food and relief
supplies and to help restore order in the

people are denied country, which was ravaged by civil war. Here, a
food S|mp|y because U.S. soldier opens a sack of food for the people.
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wrong side of a war.




= Many scientists believe that global
warming is changing our weather
patterns, and affects rainfall in
crucial areas.

= E| Nino has contributed to severe
flooding in Somalia.




ECORNEIMICICONCEINS and Issues

NS Omeall | VERY//POeK economic situation:

— Agjrigl r/ mportant

s Liv ceounts for about 40%‘[of GDP and 65% of export
‘_—,‘c'ff it some countries ban the import of Somali

— | ]veJror '/ mrlw fish, charcoal, and bananas are Somalia's
principalte J/ooru while sugar sorghum corn, gat (a mild
NAlCO] FJL), andl machined goods are the prmmpal Imports.
Nomads and ﬁeml -nomads, who are dependent upon livestock
for th ar ivelihood, make up a large portion of the population.
— Ongoing civil disturbances and clan rivalries have interfered
with economic development and mternatlonal ald
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arrangements.
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= [NEreNsino per'#ranent pational government; transitional,
o;xrhamen'tary national government
s NUmereusselal -clani factions are currently vying

— Beginni . a two-year UN humanitarian effort
(primanily in the sout_rh) was able to alleviate famine
conditions, but when the UN withdrew in 1995, having
suffered significant casualties, order still had not been

restored.



Liie :‘Ap:‘ﬁ[:l_ﬂ@/ ISTLO) -L’#Women ave an average of 6 children.
f

Semalia is complicated by large number of

Populatientcotnting |
mads i S 1IN response to famine and clan

= Family and conﬁm'ity life 1S Inconsistent:

— Periodic crop faillures and lesses of livestock often occur when seasonal
rains fail or when unusually heavy storms cause widespread flooding.

— During such times, a family’s emergency food supplies diminish rapidly,
and hunger and starvation become commonplace until weather
conditions improve and livestock herds are subsequently rejuvenated.

— For centuries, this has been the general pattern of life.
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. t storms over eastern plains in summer
= floods during rainy season

— Other problems that contribute to famine include:

s Use of contaminated water contributes to human health
problems

= deforestation and overgrazing
= Soil erosion and desertification
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Gasualties of civil war arelext
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‘ espread skln and gastro-intestinal
rlﬂfl m;zem |g War weunds.

out screens on windows to keep insects
— Little to neroxygen available and no inhalation anesthesia possible
— Insufficient doctors, nurses, and medical staff to support the needs
— Few beds, no food available to inpatients

m Long-term disorders resulting from famine and war:

pathological grief, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), and
aberrant behavior in children.



Via[er Concerns
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t of food production in
year in comparison
e\ﬁn |f the weather is kind. Lack
agricultural equipment combined
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with insecurity means that smaller areas will
be planted, and less food will find its way to
market.

— Most of the shortfall must be made good by international
aid.



#\Vajer. Concerns
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lia is logistically straightforward but
JJ planniing to ensure security.

eifreely to allfareas.
moving food through the country from ships

r\ more generaliproblem Is'the danger of attacks by looters and
ndisciplined soldiers

C
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— Deliveri 0d can be azardous An aid worker was shot and died
\ during a dispute during a food distribution.

— Since that time, all distributions have been done by clan elders, not
directly by he alidi agencies themselves.

— While this means that the targeting of food to the most needy,
especially women and children, may be less than optimal, it is by
far the best arrangement under the circumstances.
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Wesall agis ee LN} S tlienssue and that foed must be brought in from
iarprellse

rJ r/ oroolems gSSEcIalt ithi food delivery by the U.N. are likely to be
eks of a major deliveny program The dangers will

fJJ roorl WiItheUtWaIltir ceasefire negotlate_d by the U.N. to holdz without
ther rrrl ditional guar re Mogadishu port is reopened or there is free

areasiof the city.

Sendin _J food simultaneously to ports or airports to the north and south of Mogadishu,
so that the food relief pregram does not become a strategic asset to one side only,
thereby inviting attack from the other side.

— Making sure that the first shipments are heavily guarded, by deploying professional
troops from the armies to serve escort duty.

— Creating the confidence that the first deliveries will not be the last. This confidence is
Jjust as important as the food itself; if there is the expectation that food will become
readily available, merchants will unload their stocks of food, thereby decreasing market
prices, and the motives for stealing food will be reduced.

= Once we have started the food deliveries, we will then need to turn to increasing
medical and economic resources.
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— Famine results in additional conflict between and
within nations that leads to additional deaths and
famine
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