Sample Content

Unit Summary

Students research the historical background of Romeo and Juliet as well as Shakespeare’s time to better understand the play. After reading the play, students apply the themes and issues within the play to modern life, and they work on solutions to age-old problems, such as communicating with parents, combating hate crimes/violence, and preventing suicide. Students work in teams to make plans and products targeting their chosen issue to positively impact their communities. They research the current needs and resources of the community, and determine a course of action.

Curriculum-Framing Questions
· Essential Question 

How does literature help us better understand ourselves? 

· Unit Question 

How does Shakespeare still speak to a 21st Century audience?

· Content Questions

What are some important things to know about Shakespeare’s time period in order to understand his plays?

Who are the characters in Romeo and Juliet, and how do they contribute to the deaths in the play?

What is imagery, and what are some examples of how Shakespeare uses imagery in Romeo and Juliet to present a compelling and powerful message?

What are the themes and issues in Romeo and Juliet that are relevant to today?

Assessment Plan

	 
	Assessment Timeline
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	Before project work begins

	Students work on project and

complete tasks
	After project work is completed
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	· Questioning

·  K-W-L Chart
	· Peer Feedback 

· Teacher Conferencing
	· Anecdotal Notes

· Presentation Scoring Guide
	· Presentation Checklist

· Questioning
	· Questioning

· Reflection Essay for Portfolio
	· Presentation Scoring Guide


Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Ideas and Content: 
Story includes characters, setting, clues, and misleading clues.
 
	· Mystery elements are well-developed. 


	· All mystery elements are included and most are fairly well-developed. 

	· One or two mystery elements are well-developed while others may be described superficially. 

	· Few mystery elements are included in the story. 
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