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Blog Sites 



Free Blogs with No Advertising
Aeonity Blog* With Aeonity Blog you are able to add a photo, create your own free blog designs, or you may use one of their free blog themes—with very artistic backgrounds. Very clean looking blog. All members have their own personal blog rss, for easy syndication to other Web sites. Blogs can be private or public. Blogs/user accounts will be removed if your blog is inactive for more than 3 months. Maximum of 25 images. No formatting of text unless you use BB Code*.
Blogger*
Control who can view and contribute to your blog. Customizable templates and drag-and-drop system lets you easily decide how your page will look and exactly where your posts, profiles, archives and other parts of your blog should live on the page. Create an account, name your blog, choose a template, and start blogging.
Edublogs*
Free blogs for teachers, trainers, lecturers, librarians and other education professionals; also comes with a free wiki space. Templates and easy-to-use formatting. Create your own ad-free, fully-featured WordPress blog. Upload up to 25MB of images, audio, documents, presentations, or other digital material you want to share. Choose from over 60 different themes. Complete control over comments, choices about the number of posts to display on your front page and in your feed, profiles, plugins to get your Web stats, multi-user and group blogging simply done through the use of the ‘Users’ area and more.
Learner Blogs*
Free blogs for school students. Ad-free, fully-featured WordPress blogs. Choose from over 50 themes. From the same group as edublogs.org*. The nice feature of this site is that your student blogs are not mixed in with commercial and personal blogs covering every conceivable topic. Clean log-in page.  
Wordpress*
Private or public blogs. You can have group blogs with multiple authors who are allowed to post or contribute. Basic text editor for easy formatting. You can upload your own photos or easily include images from other services like Flickr or Photobucket. Includes an inline spell-checker that makes it easy to proof your posts. A preview feature shows you exactly what your post or page will look like before you publish them. Every minute when you’re writing a post, it is saved to their server. Dozens of easy-to-use, interesting themes/page backgrounds. WordPress.com has a feature called “pages” which allows you to easily create Web pages. You can even create an entire Web site using pages on WordPress.com, with a custom home page and your blog as one of the sub-pages. Supports 120 languages.
Collaborative Web Sites


Google Docs & Spreadsheets*
Google Docs & Spreadsheets is a free web-based word processing and spreadsheet program that keeps documents current and lets the people you choose update files from their own computers. Multiple users can edit the same document at the same time and quickly see new edits being made.
ThinkFree*
ThinkFree products are platform independent (works on Microsoft Windows*, Apple*, Linux*) and include ThinkFree Write (word-processing), ThinkFree Calc (spreadsheet), and ThinkFree Show (presentation) - applications that are compatible with Microsoft Office*. Provides 1 GB of free storage for your files and collaboration tools, such as document sharing, version management, and user access control. In addition, with Doc Exchange (our published document library), you can easily publish your work for the world to see. No concurrent editing available.
Zoho*
Real time collaborative editing and writing. Provides a suite of free web-based products: Zoho Wiki (word processing like wiki), Zoho Writer (online word processor with collaboration features), Zoho Sheet (spreadsheet with charting and collaboration features), Zoho Show (online presentation tool), Zoho Creator (online database application to build forms and collect data), Zoho Planner (online organizer to maintain your to-do's, reminders, notes, attachments, etc.)
Type and travel: Web-based word processors*
Review and comparison of the main online word processing Web resources: Google Docs & Spreadsheets, Zoho, ThinkFree, and GlideWrite.
Collaboration Resources on the Web


Read articles, tips, and suggestions for using Web-based resources in your classroom
Blogging: It's Elementary, My Dear Watson*
Blogging Basics: Creating Student Journals on the Web*
About Blogs*
For Teachers New to Wikis* 
Using wiki in education* 
A Paradigm Shift for School Software*
Type and travel: Web-based word processors*
Wiki*
Virtual Architecture's Web Home*
SE Instructional Technology Division ImpactII Wiki Page*
Web-Based Spreadsheets


The following Web sites allow you to create, upload, and edit spreadsheets online.
EditGrid*
500 formulas/functions, allows post-to-blog with real time updating, concurrent editing of spreadsheet among users
Spreadsheets Comparison Matrix*
Compares features of EditGrid, Google Spreadsheets, and Microsoft Excel 2003*
JotSpot Tracker*
Besides supporting formulas and spreadsheet formatting, add files, pictures, rich-format comments, and hyperlinks. From the creators of Jotspot wiki.
wikiCalc*
Can install wikiCalc on your computer for offline editing; otherwise, needs a host site. 15 minute screencast with audio showing a demo of wikiCalc is available. Not for novices.
Num Sum*
Very easy to share. By default, spreadsheets on Num Sum are publicly viewable; you can easily change a spreadsheet to private. You have to have a password to edit a spreadsheet. Does not support concurrent editing—last one who saves wins. Can easily post to a blog. Supports approx. 30 formulas/functions. Default spreadsheet is 10 columns by 25 rows. Supported by text-based advertising. Lots of sample, publicly-available spreadsheets.
Tagging/Social Bookmarking Web Sites
Blinklist*
Make lists and share with others or keep them private. Save Web sites and have them appear in your links on your blog instantly. Tools are available to sort, describe, and search your saved lists. Share lists with colleagues and students with simple URLs, like www.blinklist.com/yourname/yourtopic*
Digg*
Every article on digg is submitted and voted on by the digg community. Users share, discover, bookmark, and promote the news that's important to them. "After you submit content, other digg users read your submission and digg what they like best. If your story rocks and receives enough diggs, it is promoted to the front page for the millions of digg visitors to see."
Diigo*
Besides saving "favorite" Web sites online, users can highlight, clip (highlighted portions of any webpage are clipped and collected centrally, which can be shared and searched), and add sticky-notes to any Web page. Users can share online findings with their friends and colleagues--complete with highlights and sticky notes as lists, blogs, albums, feeds, or via email. Great for research--highlight Web pages and add comments as you go. Comments can be private or public (anyone with Diigo can view them). Annotate Web pages and quickly turn them into blogs with a built-in blog editor or enhanced linkrolls. Accessible from any Internet-connected computer, but for full features, install a free toolbar onto your browser.
del.icio.us*
One of the more popular social bookmarking sites. The primary use of del.icio.us is to store bookmarks online, which allows access to your bookmarks from any computer, as well as the ability to add bookmarks from other users. Use tags to organize and remember your bookmarks. See links that other people bookmark, and share links with them in return. A group researching together can use a shared account, special tag, or their del.icio.us networks to collect and organize bookmarks that are relevant--and useful--to the entire group. Only allows public bookmarking (no private tags).
Furl*
Furl gives you the ability to save copies of any Web page (keep pages that could disappear or change), search within your own personal archive of Web pages, and share what you find. Uses tags (key words) so you can search through your saved sites. You can also comment right on the archived Web page and "clip" quotes from the page. Rate the resources you find, search the collection of Furl users' sites, get recommendations of other sites based on users who have saved similar sites to yours. Subscribe to other Furl users' headlines (useful for groups working together or for disseminating resources to a whole class). Can import/export favorites from/to other sources. 
Linktopia*
Keep bookmarked and tagged Web sites online. Personalize your favorites with notes, ratings, and more. Tags you create can be public, shared, or private and are not limited to one word as in most social bookmarking sites. 
Listible*
A site that combines tagging (for organization), voting (for relevancy), and listing (for ranking). Anyone can make a list, and anyone can add to that list (free registration required). If you are looking for resources for a particular category (or looking to create a list of such resources), such as Web sites for free stock photos, free web-based email sites, best movies of all time, listible would be helpful. As an example, see a list of social bookmarking sites at: www.listible.com/list/social-bookmarking-sites*
simpy* 
Simpy provides full-text search. You can search any of the fields (titles, tags, nicknames, annotations), but also the indexed full-text content of your bookmarks. With Simpy you can use all Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT), +, and - to require and exclude search terms. You can have both public and private bookmarks. You can also organize saved tags into topics, which make it easier to share with specific groups. Can use multi-word tags. Also includes a notes feature, which are private, taggable, and searchable from the main search box.
Spurl*
Spurl.net is a free on-line bookmarking service and search engine. It allows you to store and quickly access again all the interesting pages you find on the web from any Internet connected computer. You can search your links, notes and the entire text of all the pages you've ever "spurled." You can import favorites from other sources.
Teachershare*
TeacherShare.org is a place for educators to store and categorize Web site links (bookmarks). It's also a place to upload, store, categorize and share your own course papers, pre-print materials, etc. You can share or mark your bookmarks as public or private. It also has a toolbar you can install on your Web browser. Read a scenario of how a teacher could use teachershare in his/her classroom: http://teachershare.org/openig/tf.php#overview**
Web Based Tools


30 Boxes*
Includes full screen calendar; invitations; reminders; repeating events; integrated maps; tagging; sharing by tags; multiple themes; weather; tracking of myspace, flickr, webshots, livejournal, blogger and more; instant photo sharing; calendar as a timeline; ability to syndicate calendar; reliable messaging; and to-do list.
Active Board*
100% free forum hosting. Create unlimited hosted ActiveBoards. Unlimited users, threads, and posts. Advertising supported (one banner). 
Bravenet Tools*
Resources for your Web site: blog, hit counter, guestbook, online calendar, e-cards, tell-a-friend, chat rooms, guest map, e-mail forms, mailing list, Web poll, message forum, and more.
Google SketchUp*
modeling software that students—alone or in teams—to explore complex design ideas in 3D. SketchUp is a great tool to easily teach kids how to construct 3D models of buildings, trees, cars, and so on. You can use it as a stand-alone tool, or in conjunction with Google Earth* and the 3D Warehouse.
Mayetic Village*
A collaborative workspace with 50 MB of space. Create a web site to share files and content. Has instant messaging, chat rooms, presence indicators, application sharing, virtual meetings, whiteboard, online polls, voice and video recording. Provides "rooms" (Web pages) for documents, debates, publishing, tasks, calendar, members. Free with no advertising. Library of skins (design templates). Available in three languages: English, French, and Spanish.
NiceNet*
Create your own private, threaded conferencing on topics you make for the class or opt to allow students to create their own topics. Put the class schedule online. Publish documents on the site using simple web-based forms. Provides personal messaging to communicate with and between individuals in your class, comment privately on conferencing postings, or give private feedback on published papers. Share links to pertinent Internet resources sorted by topics that you create. 
PageFlakes*
Pageflakes is your personalized start page on the Internet. Your address book, local weather information, to-do-list, news, blogs and much more—all on one page that you can access from anywhere.
Remember the Milk*
Set due dates easily next Friday or in two weeks. Extensive keyboard shortcuts make task management quicker than ever. Receive reminders via e-mail, SMS, and instant messenger. Share, send and publish tasks and lists with your contacts. Put your tasks on a map to see where your tasks are located in the real world. 
Scientific Calculator*
Online scientific calculator.
stu.dicio.us*
Student organizer and social notetaking tool where students can create a schedule, track their grades, manage a to do list, store files for classes, and write public notes in an outline-like format. Stu.dicio.us also allows students to connect with friends and soon will include Facebook integration. 
Back to School with the Class of Web 2.0: Part 1*
List of Web 2.0 resources for educators and students.
Wiki Site


Free Wikis with No Advertising
Bluwiki*
Free, no ads, basic wiki site.
Peanut Butter Wiki*
No ads, password-protected, 5 GB of storage, public or private, a password is always required to make edits, design templates, custom Web addresses.
seedwiki*
No ads. Images can be uploaded and resized online. Full toolbar for formatting the page. Also has space for a wiki that can be formatted to look like a blog.
Wikispaces*
2 GB of storage. Public or protected (only members can edit). Full-featured wikis (no ads, ability for private wikis for only members’ use, custom themes) for education are free (limited to 100,000 educators). Those with satellite Internet cannot view wiki pages on this site.
Zoho Wiki*
Free word processing-like wiki that is included in the suite of web-based applications provided by Zoho. Easy-to-use toolbar for editing.
Free Wikis with Advertising or Other Limitations
Nexdo*
Free for teams of up to 5 people, unlimited number of teams, 10 MB of storage for files, not a public wiki (must log in to view). Word processing-like toolbar with image uploading and resizing capabilities. 
Schtuff*
www.schtuff.com/features*
Free; ad supported; features like tagging, custom permissions, and an image gallery
StikiPad*
www.stikipad.com/features*
Free; ad supported. Private or public, unlimited pages, unlimited authors, task lists, discussions, search feature, file attachments, tags, e-mail pages, 30 MB of storage.
Wikidot*
www.wikidot.com/features*
Ad-supported free wikis, public and private (password-protected)
wik.is*
Ad-supported free wiki. Easy editing of pages, automatic creation of left-hand navigation, allows up to 1 GB of storage for files/pictures, can add your own logo. Upgrade for $60/year. Upgraded version has no ads, allows 10 GB of data, and the wiki can be made public or private (log in required to view the site).
Collaborative/E-mail Projects
The first thing is to engage your students in reading and writing that they will enjoy and have them do a lot of it. One way is to involve them in collaborative projects. 



KeyPals and Interactive E-mail Projects
Class Connect at Gigglepotz.com*
Class-Connect is a great way for classrooms to connect with other classrooms across the world, using e-mail or 'snail mail'. Classrooms for three years now, have been using Class Connect to develop understanding of different cultures through e-mail, video-conferencing, and moderated forums. Includes free e-mail accounts for students. The site has a subscription fee.
ePALS Classroom Exchange* www.epals.com/register*
ePALS Classroom Exchange maintains the Internet's largest community of collaborative classrooms engaged in cross-cultural exchanges, project sharing and language learning. ePALS is also the leading provider of school-safe e-mail, blogs, eMentoring and web-browsing technology for the global educational market. You can create a maximum of 35 monitored accounts using ePALS Classroom Exchange. If you require a greater number of accounts, or if you would like to be able to customize your learning environment and use e-mail outside the ePALS global network, consider ePALS SchoolMailTM.
Intercultural E-Mail Classroom Connections*
IECC is a free service to help teachers link with partners in other cultures and countries for e-mail classroom pen-pal and other project exchanges. Since its creation in 1992, IECC has distributed over 28,000 requests for e-mail partnerships. 
KIDPROJ*
KIDPROJ is a part of KIDLINK*, where students through secondary school join global projects. Teachers and youth group leaders from around the world plan activities and projects for their students in KIDPROJ-COORD*, the adult discussion area of KIDPROJ. Student work is posted on the Web in Kidlink's KidSpace*.
Kidworld Keypals*
You don't need any type of e-mail program. "To write to a keypal, all you have to do is to double-click on a person's name. When you do that, a letter-form appears. You just write your letter, select 'Send', and your letter goes to the person you have chosen." 
Kids Space*
Includes International Kids' Space for creative activities; Kids' Space Connection for communication activities, such as penpals; and the Guide Bear's Tour as a tool for using both sites and teaching about technology. For lower elementary students.
NFB Kids: The Prince and I*
Through interactive games and challenging activities that are fun to play and presented in a colorful and professionally designed format, children are stimulated to read, write and create art that can be shared with other children around the world. This site is designed for children in elementary school (Grades K-6). 
More Than Just Key Pals*
An article that addresses tips on finding pen pals, safety issues you need to discuss with your class, and activity ideas you can do with your partner class. Highly recommended. 
Collaborative Writing Projects
A Young Writers' Round Table, via the Web*
An article about how teachers are finding e-mail, weblog diaries, and public Web pages effective in providing students the opportunity to read and critique each other's work.
The Monster Exchange*
A student draws an original monster and then communicates that drawing into words using the writing process and the writing skills taught by the teacher. The student from a cooperating school (many times another country) receives the description and uses reading comprehension skills to try to redraw the original monster only from reading the description. 
The Global Classroom: Pass It Along Story*
A beginning paragraph is distributed to two groups of classrooms. Each classroom is responsible for writing a paragraph of the story and then forwarding to another classroom so the next portion of the story can be written. 
Interactive Story*
Los del Cuarto, the fourth grade dual language class at Phoenix Elementary, has created interactive stories in Spanish and English. They have written the beginning of stories inspired by Native American myths, and any class or group of students may add to them. 
Education by Design: Storyteller*
They accept student stories, jokes, and poems. Appropriate for grade school students. 
Integrating Productivity Tools in Primary and Secondary Education:
Student-Writers on the Web by Ted Nellen*
An article on how this teacher uses the Internet to stimulate student writing.
Publishing Student Work Online: Web Sites that Publish Student Work*
Links to Web sites that showcase student work.
Communication Resources on the Web


Skype in the Classroom*
Just Skype It*
You've Got E-mail—But Can You Really Make It Deliver?*
Examples of How Chats Have Been Used in Classroom*
How to run a good chat*
The Case for Instant Messaging in the Classroom*
Opinion Surveys*
Middle School Students Are Co-Researchers of Their Media Environment: An
Integrated Project*
Survey How To*
Online Surveys and Polling Resources


Advanced Survey*
Free version: unlimited questions per survey, unlimited responses per survey, customized surveys, and data stored for life.
Free Online Surveys*
No software to install. Create e-mail or Web site surveys. 100% secure and confidential. Live results - collected automatically. The free account allows you to create a questionnaire of up to 20 questions and receive up to 50 responses over a 10 day period. 
Instant Survey*
Free version: unlimited questions per survey, maximum of 25 responses total, and data stored for 18 months. Personalize surveys with your own look. Add images and other media. Choose from a wide variety of response types from radio buttons to matrix tables. 
RSVMe*
RSVMe is a free application that integrates with Microsoft Outlook* and other e-mail packages, and makes obtaining feedback from people a snap! You can quickly and easily put together a questionnaire, select names out of your address book, and send. As people get your e-mail and answer your questionnaire, you get the response back in one simple-to-read report. Only works with Microsoft Windows*. Questionaires are limited to five questions per e-mail.
SuperSurvey*
Free version: Unlimited questions per survey, maximum of 25 responses, customized surveys, data stored for life, custom "thank you" message upon survey completion, and simple URL for survey access.
Survey Monkey*
Create professional online surveys quickly and easily. "Using just your Web browser, create your survey with our intuitive survey editor. Select from over a dozen types of questions (single choice, multiple choice, rating scales, drop-down menus, and more...). Powerful options allow you to require answers to any question, control the flow with custom skip logic, and even randomize answer choices to eliminate bias. In addition, you have complete control over the colors and layout of your survey. ...A basic subscription is totally free and includes all of the basic features of SurveyMonkey. No banner ads on your surveys. All of your survey responses remain absolutely private. Basic subscribers are limited to a total of 10 questions and 100 responses per survey."
WebSurveyor Online Poll*
Free online poll allows you to create an online poll for your Web site that is completely customizable. You can create as many online polls as you want. In addition to creating your own online poll, you can select a global online poll from their library. When you add a global online poll to your Web site, that poll takes respondents from your Web site as well as others using that global online poll on their Web sites—giving you a larger base of respondents for your results. View page results instantly upon voting. Every element of the online poll can be customized: fonts, sizes, colors, height, width, buttons, borders, and bar graphs. Display percentages or raw numbers. Prevent duplicate votes through cookie tracking.
Supports two types of online polls: multiple answer check boxes and single answer radio buttons. Supports an unlimited number of online polls.
Polls can accept an unlimited number of responses.
Zoomerang*
Free version: maximum of 30 questions per survey, maximum of 100 responses per survey, data stored for 10 days, choice of 40 languages, 15 different question types to choose from, design from scratch or from templates, multi-page surveys supported, and view results online.
Differentiation Web Resources 

General
ERIC Clearinghouse on Disabilities and Gifted Education*
Links to databases, digests, fact sheets, and much more.

Gifted/Talented
Challenging Gifted Students in the Regular Classroom* 

Education: Gifted and Talented Students*
Links and synopsis of articles and digests that provide ideas, guidance, and activities for both parents and educators of gifted students.

Fostering Academic Creativity in Gifted Students*
An article on how to foster creativity in students.

Hoagies' Gifted Education Page*
Section for parents, students, and teachers. 

Pitsco: Gifted & Talented Resources*

Regular Classroom Practices With Gifted Students: Results of a National Survey of Classroom Teachers*

Nonnative Speakers (ESL)
Modification Tips and Techniques for ESL students*

Modifying Your Teaching For ESL Students*

Also see Educational Sites, English as a Second Language
EduHound Espanol* (in Spanish)

www.eduhound.com/espanol/defaultEN.cfm* (in English, but for Hispanic education)
The EduHound.com directory provides a prescreened database directory of K-12 Educational Links categorized by subject, alphabetically from a list of clickable keywords. This is the Spanish version of the site, which includes topics of interest to the Hispanic student, bilingual tutorials, and various dictionaries.

ESL Partyland*

Student pages* have over 75 interactive quizzes, 15 discussion forums, interactive lessons on a variety of topics, a chat room, and lots of links. Teacher resources* include: lesson plans and reproducible materials to use in class, discussion forums, ideas for communicative practice activities, a chat room, and more.

Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators: World Languages*
Links to educational sites for world languages and ESL resources.

Learning Resources: CNN*
Offers web-delivered instruction using current and past CNN San Francisco bureau news stories. Intended for adults with moderate reading and speaking comprehension skills including advanced ESL or non-native English speakers, but appropriate for high school ESL students as well. Each module includes the full text of each story and interactive activities to test comprehension. The learner can choose to read the text, listen to the text, and view a short video clip of the story.

Lesson Plans and Resources for ESL, Bilingual, and Foreign Language Teachers*
Lesson plans and Internet resources.

Also see Foreign Language for search engines and resources that are available in languages other than English.

Special Needs Students
The Ability Hub: Assistive Technology Solutions*
This web site will direct you to adaptive equipment and alternative methods available for accessing computers.

Adapting Mathematics Instruction in the General Education Classroom for Students with Mathematics Disabilities* 

Articles on Special Needs and IT*
A detailed article on how to adapt technology for those with physical disabilities.

Assistive Technology Resource Manual*
This manual is designed to help school districts in Illinois meet the assistive technology needs of its students with disabilities. It has many resources that would be useful to others looking for up-to-date information on all issues related to inclusion, assistive technology, computers, devices, and funding.

DO-IT (Disabilities, Opportunities, Internetworking, and Technology)
Resources For K-12 Educators*
K-12 Teachers, administrators, and support staff will find these resources useful as they strive to fully include students with disabilities in their classrooms, labs, and programs.

Inclusion: Yours, Mine, Ours*
Resources for inclusion.

LD Online : Teaching Strategies and Techniques*
Articles on how to help students with learning disabilities become more efficient and effective learners by teaching them how to learn. LOTS of resources on a variety of topics and subject areas.

LD Online: Technology*
New developments in technology, and practical insights into the promise and realities of making technology work for people with learning disabilities.

Schwab Learning Assistive Technology Guide*
Provides an overview of current technologies to help parents decide on available tools for their child.

Special Education Resources on the Internet*
Special Education Resources on the Internet (SERI) is a collection of Internet accessible information resources of interest to those involved in the fields related to Special Education, including technology.

SNOW (Special Needs Opportunity Window) Program*
A provider of online resources and professional development opportunities for educators and parents of students with special needs. They offer online workshops, curriculum materials, educational strategies, and other resources available to assist educators in using new technologies to benefit all their learners.

Also see Educational Sites, Special Education.

Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators: Special Education*
Links to educational sites for special education.

LD Online: Teacher's Home Page*
Ideas and strategies for teaching students with learning disabilities. LOTS of resources on a variety of topics and subject areas.

Marc Sheehan's Special Education Page*
Links to a variety of special education sites. 

National Center for Learning Disabilities*
Information, resources, educational programs, research news, and more.

NCIP*
Resources to promote the effective use of technology to enhance educational outcomes for students with sensory, cognitive, physical and social/emotional disabilities. Resources about technology and special education, video profiles, early childhood resources, voice recognition, and more. 

Sound Search Engines
AltaVista* Audio Search Engine*
Search specifically for MP3, WAV, WindowsMedia, Real AIFF, and other sound files on the Web.

FindSounds*
FindSounds.com is a free site for finding sound effects and musical instrument samples on the Web. It is a Web search engine, like Google and AltaVista, but with a focus on sounds. Audio files containing obscenities are filtered out so this site is safe for children. Allows you to choose the type of sound file, the maximum file size, and more. Given any sound, FindSounds.com can automatically find similar sounds on the Web. Provides a colored wavform display for any found sound. Also provides a quick list of categories for searching: www.findsounds.com/types.html* 

Podscope*
Podscope lets you search the spoken word for audio and video that interests you.

Podzinger*
"Using speech recognition technology, PodZinger searches words within both audio and video, not just the metadata, to classify content based on topic and usage. For consumers, PodZinger is the only search engine that allows users to find audio and video content based on keyword searches and then skim the results for relevance the same way they would for text. Consumers can then "jump-to" a specific location in the audio and video without fast forwarding or listening to the entire file." 

Searching the Internet for a Certain MIDI File*
Search engine for midi files, which often sound like synthesized elevator music. Midi files cannot duplicate the human voice, so these files are only "instrumental." The significant advantage is file size. An entire song is often smaller than 100 kilobytes. 

Singing Fish*
Search for audio and video. Singingfish only indexes multimedia formats, including Windows Media, Real, QuickTime, and mp3s. Search through categories spanning music, news, movies, sports, TV and radio, and finance. 

SoundDogs*
Search and preview sound effects and production music for free - no account required. Sounds are free to sample. Purchase for clear, top quality sound. 

WavSearch*
WavSearch focuses on clips of 30-seconds and shorter. Using WavSearch.com you can find almost any major quote from almost any movie or TV show.

Yahoo!* Audio Search*
Find audio files from across the Web including music, podcasts, interviews and more.

Sound Archives
Web Places: Sound Clips*
Sites with sounds to download, listed by category and type of sound files available.

A1 Free Sound Effects*
This site is made for Internet Users who need FREE sound effects for Non-Profit Use and intend to use them in schools, churches, any home computer user, anything that will not make a profit from the use of our sounds.

Midi World*
Lots of resources and links for midi files, which often sound like synthesized elevator music. Midi files cannot duplicate the human voice, so these files are only "instrumental." The significant advantage is file size. An entire song is often smaller than 100 kilobytes.

Classical Midi Archives*
Midi files categorized by classical composers.

Self-Sequenced MIDI Files on the Net*
Links to sites with midi files of music in the public domain or of those with permission granted from the copyright owner to use their music. Music categories such as Celtic, Gregorian chants, Civil War music, classic rock and pop, etc.

Microsoft* Sound Downloads*
Free sound downloads from Microsoft (wav and midi). 

Guide to Animal Sounds on the Net*

The Daily WAV*
Music and sound clips. Not organized by category so may be difficult to use unless you know specifically what you're looking for, but has some very funny sound clips. Has both wav files and good quality midi files.

WAVCentral*
Music and sound clips from movies, TV, commercials, and sound effects.

The Looney Tunes* Sound Source*

Special Operations.Com: Military Sounds*
Explosions, battle sounds, artillary, music, civil war sound effects and sayings, etc.

Partners in Rhyme: Sound Effects*
Includes royalty free and public domain sound effects. 

Video Resources
Video clips found through the resources listed below can usually be used in your classroom under the Fair Use provision, but not necessarily for wider publication (like posting on the Web). Be sure to check the use restrictions at each of these Web sites and/or to the sites they link to. If you use any videos from these sources, be sure to provide credit. 



Video Search Engines
AltaVista's Video Search Engine*
Search specifically for MPEG, Avi, Quicktime, Windows Media, Real, Flash, and other video files on the Web. 

blinx* 
"7 million hours of video content. Search it all. ...blinkx is the world's largest and most advanced video search engine. Fed by automatic spiders that crawl the web for audio video content and content partnerships with over 100 leading content and media companies, blinkx uses visual analysis and speech recognition to better understand rich media content." Default setting is with a Safe Search that blocks unsuitable content.

Podscope*
Podscope lets you search the spoken word for audio and video that interests you.

Podzinger*
"Using speech recognition technology, PodZinger searches words within both audio and video, not just the metadata, to classify content based on topic and usage. For consumers, PodZinger is the only search engine that allows users to find audio and video content based on keyword searches and then skim the results for relevance the same way they would for text. Consumers can then "jump-to" a specific location in the audio and video without fast forwarding or listening to the entire file." 

Singing Fish*
Search for audio and video. Singingfish only indexes multimedia formats, including Windows Media, Real, QuickTime, and mp3s. Search through categories spanning music, news, movies, sports, TV and radio, and finance. 

Yahoo’s Multimedia Video Collection Sites*

http://dir.yahoo.com/Computers_and_Internet/Multimedia/MPEG/*
A list of Web sites that collect videos. Not specifically searchable.

Video Archives
Prelinger Archives*
The goal of Prelinger Archives is to collect, preserve, and facilitate access to films of historic significance that haven't been collected elsewhere. Included are films produced by and for many hundreds of important US corporations, nonprofit organizations, trade associations, community and interest groups, and educational institutions. There are currently 1,902 movie files available for viewing or download. "You are warmly encouraged to download, use, and reproduce these films in whole or in part, in any medium or market throughout the world, for any purpose whatsoever except...You may not sell, represent, license, or charge access to these films as stock footage."

Financial Multimedia* 
Pictures and video clips that cover finance topics. Free for educational use.

Apollo Mission Movies* 
A collection of avi and mov video clips from the Apollo missions

The Electronic Universe Project: Galaxy Gallery Page* 
Movies that show a variety of encounters in the galaxy. e.g., "encounter between two equal mass galaxy disks which interact via different orbital plane geometries."

Saturn's Ring System: Animations*
QuickTime movies of Saturn's rings. Also includes images and other references.

CSU Hayward Student Animations Winter 94*
Original digital videos created by students at Calif. State University, Hayward. If used, definitely needs full copyright citing.

Jet Propulsion Lab Images and Videos*
Images and videos by category: Earth, solar system, stars and galaxies, technology, spacecraft, and deep space network .
"JPL images are available for use by the public free of charge... JPL's image release policy is located at www.jpl.nasa.gov/images/policy/index.html*."

Project-Based Learning Resources


Intel® Education: Designing Effective Projects
www.intel.com/education/designprojects
Includes models of meaningful classroom projects, along with tools and strategies for developing your own exemplary technology-supported units. Topics include project design, thinking skills, a unit plan index, and instructional strategies.

Edutopia: Project-Based Learning
www.edutopia.org/php/keyword.php?id=037*
Articles and videos to support a project-based classroom.

Project, Problem, and Inquiry-based Learning
http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic43.htm*
Links to resources for project-, problem-, and inquiry-based learning.

Introduction to Networked Project-Based Learning
www.gsn.org/web/pbl/whatis.htm*
Definition, pedagogy, examples, success stories, and resources.

Getting a Grip on Project-Based Learning:Theory, Cases and Recommendations
www.ncsu.edu/meridian/win2002/514/index.html*
Theoretical foundations of PBL; review of various types of implementations (project-based science, disciplined inquiry, and WebQuests); anatomy of a model case using a WebQuest example, describing characteristics common among the various implementations of project-based learning; and practical advice and recommendations for project-based learning.

PBLnet.org
www.pblnet.org*
Web-based support for teachers, parents, and children interested in PBL, design, and invention. Includes lesson plans, ideas, information and links to PBL resources, searchable databases for PBL projects and resources. View what the research says about PBL*.

Search Resources 

Educational Web Sites
Grade Levels: 

Elementary School - Grades K-6
Enchanted Learning*
Resources, crafts, printouts, activities, research information for students, and much more.

About.com: Free School Fonts*
Fonts mimic the style of type used to teach print and cursive handwriting skills. Each link goes to a larger sample, author and description info, and download link.

FunBrain* 
Educational games and quizzes for students K-8. Teachers can create and give their own or ready-made quizzes online .

I Know That* 
Fun, educational activities across all subjects for kids age 2-12 in an engaging, interactive multimedia environment. Free trial and sample activities; subscription for full-site access and CD-ROM.

Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators: Kid Stuff*
Links to educational sites that K-8 students would enjoy.

Kid's Click*
Impressive list of links by category (600 subjects) appropriate for students in grades K-7. Also provides a search engine . Provides description and reading grade level for each site.

National Geographic: Kids*
Articles, games, "Quick Flicks," online adventures, contests

Surfing the Net with Kids*
Site recommendations for kids and families categorized by subject area, topic of the day, themes, games, and more.

The American Presidency: The New Book of Knowledge*
Articles on the presidents, the presidency, and American politics designed for grades 3 through 8.

Brain Pop* 
Science, Biology and Technology subjects that correspond to the National Science Education Standards for 5-8 grades. Each subject contains a 3-4 minute Animated Movie, an Interactive Quiz, an Experiment, a Comic Strip, a How-to hands on application, a Timeline and a print-able Activity Page. Animated movies cannot be downloaded and saved for use in PowerPoint. 

History Firsthand: Primary Source Research in Elementary School*
Designed to provide elementary children with experiences which enable them to begin understanding primary sources. Learn how archival collections are organized, how to interpret artifacts and documents, how to use primary sources to tell a real story and how to do on-line research. Appropriate for grades 4-8.

NASA: Earth Science Enterprise*
Includes science topics: Air*, Natural Hazards*, Land*, Water*, People*, as well as Games* and Teacher Guides*. 
Appropriate for 4-8. Includes articles, quizzes, interactive maps and activities, animations, and more.

Scholastic: Grades 3-5*
Lessons, activities, and projects.

Grades Pre-K to 3
Electing the President: Activities for Grades K - 5*
Activities for Grades K-5 to assist in teaching about elections and the presidency

Game Goo: Learning that Sticks*
Educational games that help students develop early language and reading skills. Fully animated with music and verbal directions.

Games and Fun Stuff for the Younger Crowd*
Lots of fun sites for young children. Play matching games, hear animal sounds, coloring, and more.

The Idea Box*
Activities, games, seasonal resources, music and songs, recipes, craft recipes, and crafts for early childhood education.

K-3 Theme Units at Enchanted Learning*
Themes with links to simple crafts, nursery rhymes, coloring book printouts, information, and/or quizzes based on the topic.

Kindergarten Connection*
Teacher tips, resources, lessons for Kindergarten and 1st grade teachers.

Kindergarten Kafe*
Themed activities and classroom ideas categorized by month.

PBS TeacherSource: Early Childhood*
Lesson plans, teachers guides, and activities for pre-K to grade 2.

Preschool and Kindergarten Activities*
Categories such as alphabet, numbers, animals, crafts, coloring, and more.

REBUS RHYMES: Mother Goose and others*
Designed for children who are learning how to read. Illustrated nursery rhymes, coloring pages, and more.

Tapped In: K-3 Resources*
Sites for maps, flags, poetry, book lists, kindergarten activities, science experiments, etc. -- for the K-3 classroom.

Middle School
Scholastic: Grades 6-8*
Lessons, activities, and projects.

The Write Site*
Interactive Language Arts and Journalism page designed for middle schools. Students can discover what's behind the who, what, where, when and why as they take on the roles of journalists. 

High School
See specific subject areas, Educational Portals, or Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Maps.

Specialty Search Engines


FindArticles* 
FindArticles.com is a vast archive of published articles that you can search for free. Constantly updated, it contains articles dating back to 1998 from more than 300 magazines and journals. 

FindLaw LawCrawler* 
Search engine that returns information only from sites that have been identified as dealing with legal issues. Also includes browse-able categories. Also see http://www.findlaw.com/* - a directory of legal Web sites. 

FirstGov* 
The U.S. government's official Web portal. Provides searchable access to information from the U.S. government plus U.S. state and local governments. Information can also be browsed by category. 

GovSpot*
GovSpot.com is a non-partisan government information portal designed to simplify the search for the best and most relevant government information online. 

iCivilEngineer* 
iCivilEngineer.com is a knowledge portal specially designed for civil engineering professionals and students. 

Infomine*
A virtual library and reference tool containing highly useful Internet resources including databases, electronic journals, electronic books, bulletin boards, listservs, online library card catalogs, articles and directories of researchers, etc. 

Language Tools* 
Includes dictionaries, thesauri, and language translators. Language translator includes individual word translations for 188 different languages, as well as a Web page translator. Translate a Web page on-the-fly (seven languages supported).

MagPortal* 
Find individual articles from many free magazines by browsing the site's categories or using its search engine. 

MedHunt*
Index of medical information. Searches can be narrowed by region. 

Research It!*
Specialty search tools to find people, quotations, maps, facts, currency converters, stock quotes, zip codes, etc. 

Scirus* 
"Scirus is the most comprehensive science-specific search engine available on the Internet." It focuses only on web sites containing scientific content and searches both free and journal sources. 

Specialty Search Engines*
Categories of specialty search engines.
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